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BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTES. 

Der Skeptizismus in der Philosophie. Erster Band. Von Raoul Richter, 
Privatdozent an der Universitat Leipzig. Leipsic: Dtirr. 1904. Pp. 
xxiv, 364. Price, 6 marks. 

The purpose of this book is to find the narrow path to truth by investi- 
gating those philosophies which claim either a total or a partial scepticism 
as the only possible solution of the philosophical problem. The present vol- 
ume contains an historical exposition of the ancient Greek Skepsis, especially 
Pyrrhonism, and the Academic Skepsis. The second volume which has not 
yet appeared, will attack the more important problems of modern partial scep- 
ticism and will also be devoted to an investigation of the immanent scepti- 
cism which is contained in the transcendent dogmatism of a Pascal and other 
mystics as well as the transcendent scepticism of Kant. 

We hope to find opportunity of saying more of the first volume when the 
second appears. 

Erkenntnis und Irrthum. Skizzen zur Psychologie der Forschung. Von 
E. Mach, Emer. Professor an der Universitat Wien. Leipsic: J. A. 
Barth. 1905. Pages, 461. 

Erkenntnis und Irrthum is a collection of lectures and essays on the psy- 
chology and logic of science. Part of them were delivered as lectures at the 
University of Vienna in the winter of 1895-1896. Three of the essays, viz.. 
those on "Psychological and Metrical Space," on the "Psychology and Natural 
Development of Geometry," and on "Space and Geometry from the Point of 
View of Natural Inquiry," are reprinted from The Monist of 1902-1903, for 
which they were especially written. These essays, which constitute perhaps 
the most original part of Professor Mach's new work, will be published in 
English in book form this spring, by The Open Court Publishing Co. 

We hope to publish a more detailed review of Professor Mach's views 
on "The Origin and Nature of Science" in a later number of The Monist. 
The titles of the essays of the present volume have a familiar sound to all 
readers of Professor Mach's former publications. We append a few: "The 
Concept," "Adaptation of Thoughts to Facts," "Experimenting in Thought," 
"Hypotheses," "Number and Measure," Space from a Physical Point of View," 
"Meaning and Value of Natural Laws." 

Like all of Professor Mach's writings, the present work contains a host 
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of brilliant and suggestive contributions to the philosophy of science. He has 
placed many of his old points of view in an entirely new light, and has put 
into connected and systematic form much material which until now has lain 
scattered and inaccessible in his more fugitive writings. The essays are 
marked by the same calmness, simplicity, and moderateness of expression, 
which have become an unfailing and distinguishing characteristic of all of 
Professor Mach's writings. 

Populare Schriften. By Dr. Ludwig Boltzmann. Leipsic: Barth. 1905. 
Pp. 440. Price, 8 marks. Bound, 9 marks. 
Professor Boltzmann, the leading physicist of Germany, and successor to 
Professor Ernst Mach at the University of Vienna, offers in this volume a 
collection of lectures and essays which have appeared during the last decade. 
The constituents are very irregular, partly scientific and partly mere causeries. 
He discusses Maxwell's theory of electricity, the mechanical theory of heat, 
the significance of theory in general; and other problems within the domain 
of mathematics, mechanics and physics. He criticises his rival Ostwald and 
devotes several lectures to such great men as Kirchhoff, Joseph Loschmidt, 
etc. He devotes a scathing criticism to Schopenhauer, scorns philosophy in 
contrast to exact science, defends the mechanism of atomistic principles, not 
as absolute but as indispensable, and finally winds up with a report of his 
journey to America. He had been invited to lecture at the University of Cali- 
fornia, and he does not hesitate to give us the impression which he had during 
his hasty trip to the Pacific Ocean. His account is sometimes very humerous, 
although the humor may not always be intentional, for he tells us of his 
sufferings from heat and thirst and dust, and conditions to which he is not 
accustomed. 

Dr. Hans Kleinpeter, an admirer and one of the most prominent disciples 
of Professor Ernst Mach, offers an exposition of Mach's conception of science 
and the world in his article "On the Monism of Professor Mach," which ap- 
pears in the present number of The Monist. We count ourselves among the 
admirers and personal friends of Professor Mach, but we would say that in 
some salient points we do not endorse Dr. Kleinpeter's view. Though Pro- 
fessor Mach has worked out his views independently of other thinkers and 
though his method of dealing with facts may be rightly regarded as original, 
we do not accede to Dr. Kleinpeter's opinion that Mach's philosophy is as 
unique as he represents it. As to our own opinion we have to say that there 
are differences, and whether or not they are to be considered important de- 
pends very much upon the view which Professor Mach would take of them 
himself. We feel inclined to enter into details and make a resume of the 
points of agreement and apparent discrepancies, but we abstain from it in 
the present number, reserving the subject for a future issue in case it would 
be deemed welcome to our readers. 



ERRATUM. 
Our attention has been called to an important typographical error in the 
department of "Criticisms and Discussions" in the January Monist. In Mr. 
Peirce's contribution to "Mr. Peterson's Proposed Discussion," on page 149, 
line 25, the last word should read "definitive" instead of "definite." 



